
Next Generation
Machine Improvements

Flexible/Faster Changeover
76% 

Preventive/Predictive Maintenance
63% 

Vision Inspection
54% 

Cleanability
51% 

Robotic Controls
44% 

Easier Maintenance
37% 

Improved Operator Safety
27% 

Flexible, simple machinery with rapid 
changeover was the top improvement 
end-users requested.

>>

Priorities When Evaluating
and Comparing Machines

83% Reliability/Repeatability

61% Cost

56% Ease of Use/User Friendliness

51% Ease of Integration

49% Level of Automation

42% Footprint

34% Post Installation Services

 

PMMI connects consumer goods companies with manufacturing solutions through the world-class 
PACK EXPO portfolio of trade shows, PMMI Media Group, and PMMI Business Drivers.

LEARN MORE at pmmi.org and packexpo.com and pmmimediagroup.com 

2024 and Beyond

Top 5 Ways OEMs & Suppliers can best support
Pharmaceutical Packaging Operations

Barriers to Automation
Challenges for Pharmaceutical Manufacturers
in the Years Ahead

Sustainability Strategies

Equipment 
Accuracy/Reliability

Machine
Flexibility

Integration
for New Machines

Aftermarket
Service & Support

Easy
Changeover

Continued Supply Chain Issues

45%  
Government
Compliance

63% 
Cost

48%  
Time

48%  
Lack of skilled/
knowledgeable 
automation engineers

45%  
Line interruptions
& downtime

73%
Labor

53%
Regulation

Compliance

68% 
Rising Costs

53% 
Supply Chain
Shortages

Lightweighting

Seeking more energy
e�cient equipment

Changing packaging
formats

Key Trends 
in the

Pharmaceutical 
Industry

Delays in
acquiring parts 

Di�culties sourcing
raw materials

Equipment Backlog

Top Machine Types by Share of the Pharmaceutical
Market (total value of shipments) 

13%  
Specialty Packaging

8%  
Filling and Closing

Belt Conveyors
7%  

6%  
Inspecting, Detecting,
Checkweighing

8%  
Blister, Skin/
Vacuum Packaging

$1.1B  
in shipments

7.8%
by 2027

Forecasted to grow

11%
of the Packaging 
Machinery Market

7%  
Feeding

PMMI connects consumer goods companies with manufacturing solutions through the world-class 
PACK EXPO portfolio of trade shows, PMMI Media Group, and PMMI Business Drivers

Sources: PMMI's 2023 State of the Industry and 2023-24 Pharma Update survey..

LEARN MORE at pmmi.org and packexpo.com and pmmimediagroup.com 

Pharmaceutical Machinery Shipments
PMMI Business Intelligence surveyed pharmaceutical manufacturers in late 2023 and early 2024 to track 
trends since the 2022 report on Pharmaceutical Manufacturing. Amid projected growth, the industry faces 
opportunities and challenges in meeting marketplace demands.

Pharmaceutical Manufacturing:  
The Future Ahead


